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Medical  Officer’s  Report 


FOR  1906. 


To  the  Kettering  Rural  District  Council . 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  first  Annual  Report  I feel  it  a 
most  difficult  task  to  in  any  way  take  the  place  of  your 
late  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  J.  Winter  Dryland,  who  so 
ably  and  skilfully  cared  for  the  Public  Health  of  the 
District  for  so  many  years. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  been  visited  with  a 
serious  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Burton  Latimer  * 
serious  on  account  of  the  number  of  children  attacked, 
but  very  few  cases  were  of  a severe  type  ; and  a smaller 
epidemic  occurred  at  Cranford.  With  the  exception  of 
Scarlet  Fever  there  has  been  practically  no  other 
infectious  disease. 

The  Birth  Rate,  which  has  been  declining  for  several 
years  past,  has  increased  just  one  decimal  point,  from 
22*8  to  2 2 ‘9  per  iooo. 


h Kate. 


Population. 


I he  Population.  Very  few  new  houses  have  been 
erected  in  the  district  during  the  past  year,  and  con- 
sequently no  abnormal  increase  of  population  can  be 
estimated.  There  are  more  men  employed  in  the 
Ironstone  Mines  at  Corby,  and  the  numbers  have  not 
decreased  at  Newton  ; these  men  are  distributed  in  the 
villa  ges  around,  many  coming  from  a long  distance  to 
their  work.  I now  estimate  the  population  at  12,850, 
an  increase  of  100  on  the  estimated  population  at 
middle  of  1905. 


The  number  of  Births 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

in  1906  was 

1 41 

*54 

2 95 

The  number  of  Deaths 

60 

53 

1 1 3 

The  Birth  Rate  was  ...  22*9  per  looo 

The  Death  Rate  was  8*7  per  looo 

This  is  the  lowest  death-rate  ever  recorded  in  this 
district. 


Zymotic 
Death  Rate. 


The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  is  the  rate  caused  by 
Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 
They  are  as  follows  : — Small  Pox,  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Fevers  (Typhus, 
Enteric,  Continued),  and  Diarrhoea.  During  the  year 
only  5 such  Deaths  were  registered  in  the  District  ; 
3 others,  however,  who  were  removed  from  the  District 
and  died  in  the  Infectious  Hospital,  must  be  added, 
bringing  the  total  to  8.  Considering  that  132  cases 
of  infectious  disease  were  notified  (nearly  all  of  which 
were  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever),  this  is  a very  small  Zymotic 
Death  Rate,  '62;  that  of  England  and  Wales  for  1905 
being  1*52  per  1000. 


tatistics.  Here  follow  the  statistics  required  by  the  Local 

Government  Board,  to  which  1 add  a list  of  the  causes 
of  all  the  Deaths  registered  during  the  year,  also  a report 
on  Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces,  and 
Homework. 


TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 


Popula- 
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Births. 

Deaths  under 
One  Year  of 
Age. 

Total 
Deaths  at 
all  Ages. 

V 
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Npjtt  Deaths 

AT  ALL 
Ages. 

Year. 

estimated 
to  middle 
of  each 
year. 

Number. 

Rate.* 

Number. 

Rate  per  1000 
Births 
registered. 

Number. 

* 

+3 
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^ ^ c 
5 o ^ 

a % 

p ~ 

Deaths  of  Re 

Public  Insl 

beyond  the 

rH 

CD 
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Rate.* 

1896 

10,000 

271 

27T 

33 

1495 

146 

14-6 

. . . 

. . . 

1897 

11,250 

295 

26  2 

37 

151- 

156 

143 

•• 

... 

1898 

11,500 

297 

25-8 

40 

1346 

153 

13  3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1899 

11,750 

287 

24-4 

37 

128-9 

166 

14  1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1900 

12,000 

316 

25-8 

29 

917 

179 

149 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1901 

11,674 

296 

253 

32 

1176 

139 

11-8 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1902 

12,000 

303 

252 

28 

92-4 

140 

1T6 

... 

... 

"T 

... 

1903 

12,000 

310 

25-8 

24 

77-4 

137 

11-4 

... 

16 

153 

12-8 

1904 

12,500 

309 

24-7 

44 

142-6 

154 

12-3 

... 

17 

171 

13  6 

1905 

12,750 

293 

22-8 

28 

99-1 

152 

11-9 

... 

11 

163 

12-7 

Averages 
for  years 
1896—1905 

11,742 

297 

25‘3 

332 

118-4 

152-2 

13-2 

14.3 

162  3 

13 

1906 

12,850 

295 

22-9 

21 

711 

113 

8-7 

... 

14 

127 

9-8 

* Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  5 

(exclusive  of  area  > 47,353  Total  population  at  all  ages 
covered  by  water).  ) 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  Year  1906 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 


At  Ages — Years. 


No.  of 
Cases 
removed 


Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1 to  5. 

5 to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

to 

Hospital. 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

12 

. . . 

1 

1 

8 

2 

. . . 

Scarlet  Fever 

118 

. . . 

28 

79 

4 

7 ^ 

70 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

• • • 

. . . 

Totals 

132 

... 

30 

81 

4 

15 

2 

70 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1906 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  Whole  District  at 
Subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths  at  all  ages 
of  “ Residents  ” 
belonging  to 
Localities, 

All  ages 

Under 

1 year 

“T“ 

P 

CLP 

CD  0 
* & 

CD 

5 and 
underl5 

15  and 
under25 

25  and 
under65 

; 65  and 
up- 
wards 

whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond 
the  District. 

Scarlet  Fever  .. 

' 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  and 

membranous  croup  ... 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Epidemic  influenza 

1 

• . • 

1 

Diarrhoea 

2 

2 

• • « 

Enteritis 

2 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

4 

5 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

15 

... 

9 

6 

Bronchitis 

8 

3 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  ...  | 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ) 

Premature  birth 

2 

5 

5 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases 

15 

... 

1 

4 

10 

Accidents 

6 

2 

1 

3 

Suicides 

1 

... 

1 

All  other  causes 

42 

8 

2 

5 

27 

All  causes 

113 

20 

7 

6 

2 

27 

51 

3 

Infantile  Mortality  during  Year  1906. 


Cause  of  Death. 

0J 

V 

£ 

1—1 

”0 

► N 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under 

1 Month 

1-2  Months 

2-3  Months 

3-4  Months 

4-5  Months 

5-6  Months 

1 

C 

r; 

r-1 

c 

§ 

1 

cc 

7-8  Months 

8-9  Months 

11 

9-10  Months 

10-11  Months 

11-12  Months 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  ( Certified  ... 
Causes  ( Uncertified 

21 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 
Enteritis,  Muco- 

, , , 

. • » 

, . 

. . . 

. « . 

. • . 

• • • 

1 

1 

. • • 

. . . 

. . * 

. • . 

, « , 

« • « 

2 

enteritis,  Gastro- 
enteritis 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth  ... 

5 

. • • 

. , , 

- . . 

. • . 

• • • 

... 

. » . 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

Congenital  Defects 

1 

. • . 

• • • 

. * . 

1 

... 

. . . 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

. • . 

• • ■ 

• • • 

3 

Atrophy,  Debility, 
Marasmus 

2 

1 

3 

Tuberculous  Disease 

... 

• • • 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Convulsions 

- • . 

t • « 

. . « 

. • • 

• • t 

• • • 

1 

. • t 

, , , 

, , , 

, , , 

• • • 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

< • . 

. . - 

, , 

. . . 

• • • 

, . , 

... 

, , , 

1 

, . 

. • < 

, , , 

• • • 

• • • 

« * • 

1 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

2 

I 

6 

1 

... 

3 

... 

1 

2 

• • • 

1 

3 

2 

3 

2 

... 

... 

2 

21 

Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1906)  ...  12,850 


Deaths  from  all  causes 

at  all  ages  ... 

113 

Deaths  from 

all 

Causes  at  all  Ages. 

Apoplexy 

11 

Scarlet  Fever... 

2 

Convulsions 

2 

Congenital  Defects 

6 

Bronchitis 

8 

Premature  Births 

5 

Pneumonia 

2 

Uncertified 

2 

Phthisis 

4 

Senile  Debility 

14 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

5 

Suicide 

1 

Heart  Disease 

15 

Injuries 

6 

Kidney  Disease 

2 

Gangrene 

2 

Cancer 

15 

Typhoid 

1 

Peritonitis 

1 

Tumour 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

Influenza 

1 

Enteritis 

2 

— 

Liver  Diseases 

2 

113 

Diarrhoea 

2 

— 

6 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
in  connection  with  Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries, 
Workplaces  and  Homework. 

i— INSPECTION 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Written 

Notices. 

Inspections. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

16 

1 

... 

Workshops 

1 

26 

1 

Workplaces 

> 

Total 

42 

2 

... 

2— DEFECTS  FOUND 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects 

Number 

Found. 

liemedied. 

of 

Prosecutions. 

Sanitary  accommodation  : — 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

• • 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  require- 
ments for  bakehouses 

1 

1 

Total 

3 

3 

... 

3 — HOME  WORK. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Outworkers 

Lists, 

Section  107. 

Number  of  Inspections  of 
Outworkers’  premises. 

Outwork  in 
Unwholesome 
Premises, 
Section  108. 

Lists  received  from 
Employers. 

Number  of  Addresses  of 
Outworkers  received 
from  other  Councils. 

Twice  in  the 
year. 

Once  in  the 
year. 

Instances. 

Notices 

served. 

1 

Lists. 

Out- 

work- 

ers. 

Lists. 

Out- 

work- 

ers. 

W earing  Apparel — 

Making,  &c. 

7 

211* 

• * * 

• * * 

94 

• • * 

• * • 

Total 

7 

211 

... 

... 

2 

94 

... 

* Bootworkers  included. 
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4—  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS 


Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Bakehouses 

22 

Workshops 

26 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

48 

5. — OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  / Notified  by  H.M. 
by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable  \ Inspector 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  < 

but  not  under  the  Factory  and  / Reports  (of  action  taken) 
Workshop  Act  ...  ...  v sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 

Underground  Bakehouses  : 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


nfec-tious 

diseases. 


Scarlet  Fever  has  been  the  one  serious  epidemic  we 
have  had  to  contend  with;  1 1 8 cases  were  notified  in 
all,  as  follows  : — Burton  Latimer  85,  Cranford  13, 
Geddington  5,  Pytchley  3,  Loddington  3,  Warkton  5, 
Corby  2,  Newton  1,  and  Little  Weldon  1. 


Out  of  the  1 18  cases,  79  were  children  between  the 
ages  of  5 and  15  years,  and  three-quarters  of  these  came 
from  Burton  Latimer.  All  the  earlier  cases  were  re- 
moved to  Hospital  in  hopes  of  checking  the  outbreak, 
but  so  rapidly  were  the  cases  notified  that  all  the  cases 
could  not  be  accommodated,  but  were  isolated  at  home 
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Whooping1 

Cough. 


as  well  as  possible.  I attribute  the  failure  to  check  this 
epidemic  by  removal  to  Hospital,  due  to  the  exceedingly 
mild  nature  of  so  many  of  the  cases.  Nearly  all  were 
children  attending  the  Council  School,  which  I inspected 
on  several  occasions  during  school  hours,  and  on  more 
than  one  occasion  found  evidence  of  the  disease  on 
children  that  had  not  even  missed  an  attendance,  but, 
of  course,  were  centres  of  infection.  1 am  much  indebted 
to  the  Head  Master  of  this  School  for  the  pains  he  took 
to  weed  out  all  doubtful  cases  every  morning,  thus  assist- 
ing very  much  in  reducing  the  number.  The  School  was 
disinfected  on  three  separate  occasions. 

There  were  two  distinct  outbreaks  of  Scarlet  Fever 
at  Cranford,  probably  conveyed  from  Burton  Latimer. 
The  first  outbreak  occurred  at  the  end  of  March,  and 
was  limited  to  3 cases.  The  School  was  immediately 
closed  for  one  week,  thoroughly  disinfected,  with  the 
result  that  no  more  cases  occurred.  A fresh  epidemic 
commenced  on  Dec.  1st,  when  5 cases  were  notified  in 
24  hours.  Again  I immediately  closed  and  disinfected 
the  School,  with  excellent  result  ; the  only  cases  occurr- 
ing after  that  being  in  one  house,  where  all  the  children 
fell  with  it,  5 in  all  ; all  these  Cranford  cases  were  re- 
moved to  the  Hospital. 

Although  there  have  been  so  many  cases,  only  4 
have  died  ; 2 in  the  District,  and  2 which  had  been 
removed  to  the  Infectious  Hospital. 

No  Deaths  have  been  registered  in  the  District  from 
this  disease. 


typhoid 
? ever. 


Cerebro- 

spinal 

leningitis. 


)iphtheria. 


‘hthisis. 


’uerperal 

'ever. 


)ther 

)iseases. 

anoer. 
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In  spite  of  the  dry  summer  only  \ case  of  Typhoid 
Fever  was  notified,  which,  unfortunately,  proved  fatal  the 
day  I received  notification.  This  occurred  at  Stanion 
Mill.  Though  carefully  investigated,  no  cause  could  be 
found. 

This  disease,  which  caused  so  much  anxiety  two 
years  ago,  has  not  again  occurred  in  the  District. 

Only  i case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the 
whole  year,  namely,  at  Broughton.  A leaking  drain  was 
found  on  the  premises,  which  ran  under  the  house. 

Only  4 Deaths  from  Phthisis  have  been  registered 
against  13  in  1905.  This  is  very  satisfactory,  but  in  such 
a small  population  these  figures  cannot  be  taken  by 
themselves  as  an  index  of  the  real  decline  of  this  disease. 
I believe  that  the  Sanatorium  has  done  real  good,  not 
only  in  saving  early  cases,  prolonging  the  life  of  others, 
but  in  educating  the  people  generally  as  to  the  necessary 
precautions  to  take  in  regard  to  these  cases  at  home  ; 
also,  the  adoption  of  voluntary  notification  recently, 
ought  to  do  something  in  the  future  to  check  this  dread 
disease. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  case  of 
Puerperal  Fever  occurred  in  the  District. 

Out  of  the  total  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the 
District,  Cancer  has  claimed  15,  or  nearly  one-seventh  ; 
of  all  those  who  died  between  the  ages  of  25 — 65,  one- 
third  are  registered  as  Cancer,  this  being  much  the  most 


Apoplexy. 


Water 

Supply. 


Drainage. 


id 

frequent  cause  of  death  in  that  period  of  life.  These 
Deaths,  however,  have  been  very  evenly  distributed 
throughout  the  District  in  proportion  to  population,  so 
that  it  is  not  easy  to  find  any  common  cause  for  it  in  any 
one  locality  The  Death  Rate  per  1000  of  estimated 
population  is  ri,  which  is  slightly  above  that  of  England 
and  Wales,  '87  per  1000,  as  published  in  1903.  Of  the 
total  number  8 were  females  and  7 were  males. 

Apoplexy  has  claimed  1 1 victims,  nearly  all  of 
whom  were  over  65  years  of  age. 

Stanion  has  again  suffered  somewhat  severely  from 
want  of  water.  The  Local  Government  Board  held  an 
enquiry  into  the  matter,  to  consider  a scheme  for  utilising 
a spring  at  the  south-east  of  the  village,  which,  if  adopted, 
will  give  an  ample  supply  ot  pure  water,  but  which,  like 
most  of  the  water  in  the  District,  is  very  hard. 

The  new  Works  to  supply  Burton  Latimer  with 
water  from  the  Weekley  well  are  proceeding  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  Burton  is  in  urgent  need  of  a proper  supply, 
the  water  required  for  flushing  the  drains  there  having  to 
be  carted  ; it  is  hoped  the  water  will  be  laid  on  in  June. 

Several  improvements  having  been  suggested  for  the 
drainage  system  at  Warkton,  are  shortly  to  be  carried 
out.  Owing  to  the  dry  summer  some  nuisance  has  been 
caused,  partly  by  want  of  proper  ventilation  of  the  old 
drains,  partly  by  the  outlet  near  the  bridge  being  above 
the  average  level  of  the  stream. 


II 


actories  and 
Workshops. 


The  new  scheme  at  Broughton  has  just  been  carried 
out,  and  with  the  exception  of  a few  minor  details  is 
complete.  Here,  however,  there  is  no  provision  for  a 
supply  of  water  for  periodical  flushing,  which  should  be 
remedied. 

Grafton  Underwood,  which  is  drained  by  an  open 
brook  running  down  the  centre  of  the  village,  still  main- 
tains its  position  as  the  healthiest  place  in  the  District. 
Not  a single  death  has  been  registered  here,  nor  has  any 
case  of  infectious  disease  been  notified.  I think  this 
must  go  some  way  to  prove  this  open  method  is  eminently 
satisfactory  for  small  country  villages,  especially  where 
there  is  not  a very  ample  water  supply. 

At  Orton,  a new  length  of  sewer  has  been  laid  which 
is  flushed  by  water  from  a spring  at  the  West  end  of  the 
village.  New  lengths  of  sewer  have  also  been  laid  at 
Harrington,  Cransley,  and  Weekley. 

All  the  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  District 
have  been  inspected,  and  a large  proportion  of  the  homes 
of  the  outworkers,  and  no  complaints  have  been  received 
by  me  as  to  the  condition  of  any  of  them.  There  are 
no  dangerous  trades  in  your  District,  and  no  underground 
bakehouses. 

Your  Inspector,  Mr.  Davey,  has  been  of  great 
assistance  to  me  ; a large  amount  of  work  having  fallen 
upon  him  owing  to  the  Scarlet  Fever  epidemic  at  Burton 
Tatimer,  and  owing  to  the  provisions  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act. 
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In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  I have  only  been  in  charge 
of  your  District  for  part  of  the  past  year,  and  owing  to 
the  particularly  sad  and  trying  circumstances,  known  to 
you  ail,  I must  ask  for  due  allowance  for  any  shortcomings 
in  this  Report. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

LESLIE  W.  DRYLAND. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 


FOR  1006. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kettering 

Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  second  Annual  Report  on  the 
Sanitary  work  in  the  Kettering  Rural  District  for  the 
year  1906. 

uisances.  One  hundred  and  ninety  one  different  premises  were 

visited  upon  receipt  of  verbal  or  written  complaints. 


The  following  table  shows  the  nature  of  those  complaints  : 


Defective  closets 
,,  drains 
Choked  drains. .. 

Keeping  of  animals  ... 

Offensive  accumulations 

Damp,  defective,  or  dirty  premises 

Overcrowding... 

Polluted  or  insufficient  water  supply 


73 

28 

25 

*7 

l9 

9 

4 

16 


Notifiable 

Diseases. 


New 

Buildings. 


Dairies  and 
Milkshops. 


A total  of  391  re-inspections  were  made  and  507 
letters  and  preliminary  notices  sent.  I have  had  very 
little  difficulty  in  inducing  owners  and  occupiers  of 
property  to  carry  out  necessary  works  and  improvements, 
as  may  be  seen  by  the  fact  that  only  five  Statutory 
Notices  were  issued  and  no  legal  proceedings  taken. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  two  visits  were  made  to 
houses  wherein  infectious  disease  had  been  notified,  and 
58  rooms  were  disinfected.  Disinfectants  were  supplied 
in  all  cases.  During  the  Scarlet  Fever  outbreak  at 
Burton  Latimer  the  High  Street  Schools  were  disinfected 
on  three  occasions,  and  at  Cranford,  where  a number  of 
cases  of  Measles  as  well  as  Scarlet  Fever  occurred,  the 
Day  School  was  disinfected  twice.  One  death  was 
notified  from  Phthisis,  and  the  premises  were  disinfected. 

Twenty-two  plans  for  new  buildings,  alterations  or 
additions  were  passed,  and  71  inspections  made  in  con- 
nection with  building  works.  Twenty  plans  for  new  or 
re-drainage  were  sanctioned,  and  I have  urged  upon 
owners  and  builders  the  necessity  for  inspection  chambers 
on  the  line  of  drainage,  to  facilitate  cleansing  wrhen 
required  without  having  to  open  the  ground. 

I have  inspected  84  premises  under  the  above  head- 
ing, and  prepared  a Special  Report  for  the  Joint  Dairies 
Committee  in  July.  I am  satisfied  with  the  general 
conditions  as  to  cleanliness,  ventilation  and  lighting  with 
few  exceptions,  a verbal  request  for  improvement  being 
usually  sufficient. 


i5 


’actories, 

Workshops. 

nd 

•utworkers' 

’remises. 


akehouses. 


There  are  1 6 Factories  and  26  Workshops  in  the 
District,  and  these  have  all  been  visited.  The  Out- 
workers’ premises  number  21  1,  of  which  159  are  for 
Clothing,  and  52  Boot  and  Shoe  making.  The  Clothing 
home-work  is  mainly  carried  on  in  the  downstairs  living 
room  or  kitchen.  I have  been  unable  to  devote  a lot  of 
time  to  this  particular  branch  of  mv  duties  owing  to 
pressure  of  other  work,  but  have  managed  to  visit  94 
houses  where  the  Clothing  work  is  done.  1 experienced 
considerable  trouble  at  first  in  obtaining  the  Outworkers’ 
lists  from  the  Factory  owners  at  the  required  times,  viz  : 
on  or  before  the  1st  of  the  months  of  February  and 
x\ugust  in  each  year,  but  this  difficulty  has  now  been 
overcome. 

Twenty-two  Bakehouses  were  inspected,  and  ! am 
pleased  to  state  that  none  are  “ underground.1’  In  one 
instance  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  a notice  with 

reference  to  a defective  and  leakv  roof.  The  notice  was 

^ . 

complied  with.  Limewashing  was  required  in  a few  cases, 
and  was  done  at  my  request. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROY  S.  DAVEY,  Cert.  R.  San.  Inst., 

Inspector  of  Nuisances  and 
New  Buildings. 


To  the  Joint  Committee  appointed  by  the  Urban  and  Rural 
District  Councils  of  Kettering  and  the  Urban  District 
Councils  of  Desborcugh  and  Rothwell,  re  DAIRIES, 
COWSHEDS,  &c. 


INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT  for  1906. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  I have  made 
inspections  of  premises  occupied  by  registered  Cow  Keepers  to 
the  number  of  350,  and  an  individual  examination,  with  especial 
regard  to  the  condition  of  their  udders,  of  2984  Milking  Cows.  In 
regard  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  Cowsheds  inspected,  the 
following  conditions  were  found  to  prevail,  viz,  : — 

Good  or  satisfactory  in  319  cases 
Unsatisfactory  or  bad  in  31  ,, 

Total  ...  350 

It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  the  sanitary  state  of  the  Cow- 
sheds in  the  period  covered  by  the  Report  was  unsatisfactory  or 
bad  in  8 85  cases  per  cent. 

A separate  inspection  of  every  Cow  contributing  to  the  public 
Milk  Supply,  and  with  especial  regard  to  the  condition  of  its 
udder,  has  been  made  with  the  following  results  : 


Number  of  Cows  inspected,  2984. 

Number  ot  abnormal  udders,  86  or  2*88  °/o 

Of  these  deranged  udders  only  21,  or  70  %,  were  in  a condition 
calculated  to  render  the  Milk  harmful  to  persons  consuming  it  in 
an  uncooked  state,  the  remaining  65  or  2M7  % being  cases  of 
atrophied  quarters,  teat  obstruction,  or  other  benign  affections 
which  would  have  no  effect  on  the  quality  of  the  Milk. 

Of  the  31  Cowsheds,  the  state  of  which  was  bad  or  unsatisfac- 
tory, the  conditions  met  with  were  as  follows  : Improper  drainage 
or  unsuitable  flooring  (19  cases),  insufficient  light  and  ventilation 
(6  cases),  want  of  cleanliness  or  improper  disposal  of  manure 
(5  cases),  presence  of  swine  under  same  roof  (i  case).  Of  the  21 
cases  of  deranged  udders,  the  Milk  from  which  would  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  4 of  these  were  due  to  suppurative 
mastitis,  1 to  variola,  I to  blood  staining,  13  to  acute  mastitis, 
and  2 to  tubercular  disease  of  the  gland. 

In  the  former  cases  the  use  of  the  Milk,  pending  recovery, 
was  forbidden,  and  in  the  last-named  its  future  use  was  entirely 
prohibited. 

Since  my  last  report  your  Committee  has  become  a member 
of  the  Clinical  Research  Association  of  London,  an  arrangement 
which  I have  found  of  great  utility  and  convenience.  A sample 
of  Milk  is  now  taken  from  every  udder  showing  abnormal 
symptoms,  unless  it  is  clinically  evident  that  such  symptoms  are 
due  to  derangements  which  would  not  render  the  Milk  harmful  to 
consumers.  The  sample  is  forwarded  to  the  Clinical  Research 
Association  for  bacteriological  or  other  examination,  pending 
which  the  owner  is  warned  that  he  may  not  use  or  sell  the  Milk 
for  human  consumption. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  reiterate  those  amendments  to 
your  Regulations  which  I believe  to  be  necessary,  and  which 
were  set  out  in  my  last  Annual  Report.  Nothing  further  has 
been  or  can  be  accomplished  in  the  direction  suggested  until  the 
present  scope  of  the  law  is  widened, 


In  conclusion,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  compare  the  main 
points  of  the  Report  with  those  of  the  three  previous  years. 


No.  ot  Cowsheds 
inspected 

No.  good  or 

satisfactory  ... 

No.  bad  or 

unsatisfactory 

No.  of  Cows 
inspected 

No.  of  abnormal 
udders 

No.  of  abnormal 
udders  secreting 
harmful  Milk  ... 


1903 

1904 

282 

286 

247 

243 

Relinquished 
business,  14 

35  or 
14-17  % 

29  or 
10-13  °/o 

932 

1731 

38  or 
4-07  % 

66  or 

3 81  % 

7 or 
•75  % 

11  or 

•64  °/o 

1905 

1906 

315 

350 

271 

Relinquished 
business,  4 

319 

40  or 
12-69  % 

31  or 

8 85  % 

/ 

2447 

2984 

79  or 

3-22  % 

' 

86  or 
2-88  7> 

17  or 
•69  % 

21  or 
•70  % 

1 remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


TREVOR  F.  SPENCER,  M.R.C.V.S 


/ 


